FEDERALIST  RECONSTRUCTION IN AUSTRIA-HUNGARY         2O3
because it had instituted Slovene courses, parallel to the German courses, in a secondary school situated in a South Styrian district with a Slovene majority, which naturally had a majority of Slovene pupils.1 Francis Joseph nominated a government under Badeni similar to that of Taaffe. This government was overthrown, by the nearest approach to a revolutionary upheaval experienced by post-1848 Austria, when it introduced bilingual arrangements into the internal relations of the Bohemian Civil Service. Had this decree remained in force, no German official in Bohemia could have hoped to attain a position of superiority over Czech officials, unless he understood the language of three-fifths of the Bohemian population. But such "injustice" was prevented, and after a few years the decree was repealed.
The struggle for control of the State poisoned relations between the Austrian nationalities. The Germans forgot or despised the principles of Kremsier, which were described by official historiography as "revolutionary utopianism ".2 There were always occasional " dreamers" grouping in the same direction, for example the poet Ktirnberger,3 writing in 1867. But in that year, when Rieger, speaking in the Bohemian Diet, asked the Germans to enumerate all the guarantees they would themselves desire for the protection of their rights if Bohemia were granted autonomy, and promised in advance to accept their demands,
1 The German argument was that the " German character " of the predominantly German district town, Cilli, would be prejudiced if the Slovene two-thirds majority of the pupils of the district secondary school had Slovene teachers even for a mere half of the subjects.    It is characteristic of the impudence of the Germans and the moderation of the Slavs at that time that it was the former, and not the latter., who protested against an arrangement which did not force any German pupil to attend a Slovene lesson, while the Slovene majority would have had to take half the subjects during the first, and all the subjects (apart from their mother-tongue) in the later half of the course in a foreign language.
2 The memory of Kremsier was so completely suppressed by official terror and falsification, that the Proceedings of the Constitutional Committee were published only in 1886 by Springer, when they revealed the fact that the " Utopians " had solved a problem which  all later " realist"   politicians of the  monarchy found insoluble.    For the much later official attitude the fact is characteristic, that Popovici (op. at, p. 265) found it necessary to defend Renner's idea against the " awful" reproach by the official Wiener Fremdenblatt (November n, 1905, at the time of the first Russian revolution, when Imperial Austria had to grant adult suffrage !) that his proposals were rooted in the Kremsier project.   In fact, no one apart from the Social Democrats dared to proclaim directly the simple truth which most serious politicians in Austria already understood, that Kremsier had been right, and Francis Joseph's policy destructive.    For the total lack of knowledge in so-called competent circles see below, note 2 on p. 236.
3  In a then unpublished essay, quoted by Renner  (op. cit.   (1906), p.  31). Although Kiirnberger's  " dream"  was nearly identical with the nrst Kremsier proposals of Palacky and the German Left (or rather went further, for he dreamed of a federation concerned only with defence), and though he had actually been in politics during the 1848-9 crisis, he seems to have been unconscious of this identity, or, at least, found it inconvenient to mention it.